54                                                       LETTER FROM COURT
part may remain with you In India and the other transmitted to us to be
made use of in England as occasion may require.
54.    For the reasons given In our letter of the 8th of February last, we
were then induced to send positive orders to put a final and effectual end to
the inland trade in salt, beetle nut, tobacco and all other articles whatsoever
produced and consumed In the country; to the remarks we made in that
letter we must add one observation which is, it appears very extraordinary
that in a trade so extremely lucrative to individuals, the interest of the Company
should not have been at all attended to or considered.
55.    Those orders were sent, it is true, before we received the new treaty
you entered Into with Jaffeir Aly Cawn9 upon his reestablishment  in  the
subahship, in which it is agreed, that the English shall carry on their trade
bv means of their own dustick free from all duties, taxes and impositions In
all parts of the country excepting the article of salt on which a duty of two
and a half per cent is to be levyed on the rowanna or Houghly market price
wherein it is further agreed that the late perwannahs issued by Cossirn Aly
Cawn, granting to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the space of
two years, shall be reversed and called in and the duties collected as before.
56.    These are terms which appear to be so very injurious to the Nabob
and to the natives, that they cannot In the very nature of them tend to any
thing but the producing great heart burnings and dissatisfaction and con-
sequently there can be little reason to expect the tranquillity of the country
can be permanent; the orders therefore in our said letter of the  8th of
February are to remain in force until a more equitable and satisfactory plan
can be formed and adopted, which as it is [is] impossible for us to frame here,
destitute as we are of the informations and lights necessary to guide us in
settling such an important affair.
57.    You  are therefore hereby  ordered and directed as  soon after  the
receipt of this as may be convenient to consult the Nabob as to the manner
of carrying on the inland trade in salt, beetle nut, tobacco, and the other
articles produced and consumed In the country which may be most to his
satisfaction and advantage, the Interest of the Company and likewise of the
Company's servants.
58.    You are thereupon to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying
on the said trade and transmit the same to us accompanied by such explana-
tions, observations and remarks as may enable us to give our sentiments and
directions thereupon in a full and explicit manner.
59.    In doing this, as before observed, you are to have a particular regard
to the Interest and entire satisfaction of the Nabob both with respect to his
revenues, and the proper support of his government; in short this plan must
be settled with his free will and consent, and in such a manner as not to
afford any just grounds for complaint.
60.    In the next place the utmost care and attention must be bestowed
in forming the said plan that in some proper mode or shape a just and
equitable consideration be secured for the Company.
61.    If any Inconveniencies shall be apprehended to arise to the Company's
Investments upon carrying on such an inland trade, you are to give us your
full thoughts thereupon and In what manner they may be obviated.